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Toll of Migrant Drownings Along the Libyan Coast During July 2025

*According to LCW Field Team

INTRODUCTION

Throughout July, Libya witnessed a persistent and alarming pattern of grave human rights
violations and international crimes committed against civilians, including migrants. These
incidents were perpetrated by security agencies and armed groups, and included extrajudicial
killings, abductions, enforced disappearances, and disruptions to the electoral process. These
developments occurred amidst a continued absence of meaningful accountability measures
and a persistent failure by the authorities to fulfil their obligations to safeguard human rights
and prevent impunity.

Libya Crimes Watch (LCW)’s field team documented the death of one (1) activist while in
custody in Tripoli, following his arbitrary arrest in Sorman. In addition, two (2) activists were
reportedly abducted in Tripoli. The team also recorded an armed assault and death threats
targeting a candidate for municipal elections in Al-Aziziyah, Tripoli.

Further, systematic and wide-ranging interference with the electoral process was
documented by LCW’s field team. This included the unlawful closure of voter card distribution
centres in the Janzour municipality (Tripoli), as well as armed attacks on similar centres in at
least ten (10) municipalities across eastern and southern Libya. These incidents led to the
suspension of the electoral process in those areas.

The field team also reported the discovery of thirty-one (31) bodies believed to be migrants,
among them six Egyptian nationals, found along the coastlines of Tobruk, Misrata, Sabratha,
and Tripoli. These recoveries followed several separate incidents involving the capsizing of
boats carrying migrants en route to Europe. These findings point to the worsening conditions
faced by migrants in Libya and the continuing inability of the authorities to implement
adequate protective measures.
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LCW holds the following entities legally responsible for the violations documented during July,
including killings and abductions: the Internal Security Agency (ISA) in western Libya, the
Libyan Arab Armed Forces (LAAF), the Office of the Libyan Attorney General, and the
government of National Unity (GNU), the Government of National Unity (GNU) and the 55th
Infantry Brigade under its Ministry of Defence. These entities are accountable for either
perpetrating these violations, facilitating their occurrence, or failing to prevent them and
prosecute those responsible.

LCW affirms that the violations documented in this report may not fully capture the extent of
all violations committed during the reporting period. They represent only those that the Field
Monitoring and Documentation Team was able to document. The publication is restricted to
violations whose disclosure does not pose a risk to the victims, survivors, or their families.

DETAILS

July 1

On July 1, LCW documented the unlawful closure of voter card distribution centres in the
Janzour municipality of Tripoli, reportedly ordered by Musaddaqg Shaaban, the head of the
Janzour Steering Council, in coordination with Ashour Mohamed Abdeljaleel, the local
education supervisor. This action disrupted the distribution of voter cards and led to the
suspension of the electoral process in the municipality. The closure came in the context of a
deliberate attempt by the council head to obstruct the electoral process and retain authority
over the municipal council.

July 4

On 4 July, LCW documented the death of activist Abdel Moneim Rajab Al-Marimi (51 years
old) at Al-Khalil Hospital in Tripoli, due to severe injuries sustained from a fall from the third
floor of the Public Prosecution office building in Tripoli, according to claims by the Office of
the Libyan Attorney General.

Mr. Al-Marimi had been referred to the prosecution the previous day after being arbitrarily
arrested on 30 June in the city of Sorman. His vehicle was intercepted by four civilian cars
carrying individuals wearing civilian attire affiliated with the ISA’s Sorman branch, who then
transferred him to the ISA’s Sorman branch.

July 6

Between 28 June and 6 July, LCW documented a series of armed attacks carried out by
individuals affiliated with the LAAF. These attacks targeted voter card distribution centres for
municipal council elections in at least ten (10) municipalities across eastern and southern
Libya, including Sirte, Wadi Zamzam, Sebha, Benghazi, Tobruk, Sulug, Al-Abyar, Qaminis,
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Tokra, and Qasr Al-Jadi. These assaults disrupted the distribution of voter cards and appeared
to form part of a broader, systematic effort to undermine the electoral process.*

Additionally, between 5 and 6 July, LCW recorded the recovery of five (5) unidentified bodies,
believed to be migrants, on the shoreline near Zreig fishing port in Misrata. The bodies were
retrieved by the Libyan Red Crescent, Misrata branch and transferred to the hospital for legal
procedures.

July 7

On 7 July, LCW documented the abduction of two (2) activists, Ayman Zamit and Mohamed
Aoun, affiliated with the “Intifada Shaab” movement, in Tripoli. They were taken by
unidentified armed individuals in a civilian vehicle due to their participation in demonstrations
calling for the resignation of authorities in both eastern and western Libya, including the GNU.
They were taken to an undisclosed location and later released on 9 July, following two days
of detention and threats aimed at deterring their activism against the authorities.

July 9

Between 8 and 9 July, LCW monitored the discovery of three (3) bodies along the shoreline in
the centre of the city of Tobruk. One was identified as an Egyptian migrant, named Mostafa
Mohamed Mostafa Al-Bayeh, while the other two remain unidentified but are believed to be
migrants. The bodies were recovered by the Libyan Red Crescent, Tobruk branch and
transferred to the Tobruk Medical Centre for legal procedures.

July 19

LCW monitored the discovery of one (1) unidentified body, believed to be that of a migrant,
on the shore in the Al-Wadi area of Sabratha, on 19 July. The body was recovered by the
Libyan Red Crescent, Sabratha branch, in coordination with the local police, and transferred
to Sabratha Teaching Hospital to complete legal procedures.

July 21

On 21 July, LCW documented an armed attack targeting a candidate for the municipal council
elections in Al-Aziziyah, south of Tripoli, by unidentified armed men. His vehicle was fired
upon, causing damage. Notably, the same individual had reportedly received threats in
February aimed at pressuring him to withdraw, allegedly from individuals linked to the current
head of the municipal council, a known supporter of the 55th Infantry Brigade affiliated with
the Ministry of Defence GNU.

1 STATEMENT: LCW DOCUMENTS ARMED ATTACKS THAT THREATEN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS IN LIBYA. Libya
Crimes Watch (LCW). 12 July 2025.
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July 24

On 24 July, LCW recorded the discovery of one (1) unidentified body, believed to be a migrant,
on the beach in the Tajoura area of Tripoli. The body was retrieved by the Libyan Red Crescent,
Tripoli branch and handed over to the Emergency and Ambulance Service under the GNU for
necessary legal procedures.

July 25

Between 24 and 25 July, LCW monitored the discovery of eighteen (18) bodies of migrants,
six of whom were Egyptians, along the shores of Wadi Tobeireq and Al-Aqilah in Tobruk. The
incident followed the sinking of a boat carrying eighty-one (81) migrants en route to Europe.
Ten (10) survivors were rescued, while fifty-three (53) others remain missing. The bodies were
recovered by the General Directorate of Coastal Security, Tobruk branch and transferred to
Tobruk Medical Centre for legal procedures.

July 30

On 30 July, LCW monitored the discovery of three (3) unidentified bodies believed to be
migrants, found along the shoreline in the Zreig area of Misrata. The bodies were retrieved
by the Libyan Red Crescent, Misrata branch and transferred to the hospital to complete the
legal process.
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lll. RECOMMENDATIONS

e Libya Crimes Watch (LCW) calls on the Libyan Attorney General to launch an
immediate, independent, and transparent investigation into all reported incidents of
electoral obstruction and attacks on voter card distribution centres. All those
responsible must be held accountable to ensure such violations are not repeated. LCW
further urges authorities in both eastern and western Libya to refrain from interfering
in the work of the High National Elections Commission (HNEC), to respect its
institutional independence, and to ensure the safety and security of its staff and
premises against any threats or undue influence.

e LCW calls on authorities across Libya to uphold fundamental rights and freedoms
enshrined in international human rights law, including the rights to freedom of
opinion, expression, and peaceful assembly. LCW further urges an immediate end to
arbitrary detention and the targeted repression of civilians, particularly human rights
defenders, activists, and peaceful dissidents, as these violations represent serious
breaches of basic rights, entrench a climate of fear and impunity, and undermine
efforts to advance justice and the rule of law.

e LCW calls on the Libyan Attorney General to open independent and transparent
investigations into all serious human rights violations, including extrajudicial killings,
arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, abductions, and torture in both official
and unofficial detention facilities. Those found responsible must be held accountable
in accordance with international fair trial standards.

e LCW reiterates its call on Libyan authorities to fulfil their responsibilities in protecting
the lives of migrants along desert and maritime migration routes. This includes
cooperating with relevant international organisations to establish effective
mechanisms for search and rescue, tracing missing persons, and ensuring the
identification of remains. LCW also urges an independent and transparent
investigation into shipwreck incidents and violations linked to human trafficking, with
full accountability for those involved in line with international standards.

e LCW appeals to the Office of the Prosecutor (OTP) of the International Criminal Court
(ICC) to reconsider its decision to terminate investigations in Libya by the end of 2025,
as such a move risks further entrenching impunity. This concern is heightened by the
current lack of political will, institutional capacity, and effectiveness of national judicial
mechanisms, which remain unable to meet their obligations under the principle of
complementarity enshrined in the Rome Statute.

e Finally, LCW calls on the United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) and
international actors to intensify pressure on all parties to respect human rights,
support genuine transitional justice efforts, uncover the truth, provide redress to
victims, and bring an end to the prevailing state of impunity that continues to fuel
ongoing violations.
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MONITORING AND DOCUMENTATION METHODOLOGY

At LCW, our work primarily revolves around comprehensive monitoring and documentation.
We gather information through our field monitoring and documentation team, which
specialises in monitoring, documenting, and tracking human rights violations and
international crimes. Our team comprises experts in monitoring and documenting violations,
with diverse professional, gender, sexual, religious and ethnic backgrounds, working in fields
such as law, journalism, and civil society activism. They operate across all regions of Libya,
including hard-to-reach areas, as well as relevant countries abroad.

Principles

Our monitoring and documentation team has a deep understanding of Libyan and
international contexts and continuously keeps track of developments. The team consults
experts across various fields, including legal, security, political, social, and psychological
disciplines. They conduct risk analyses at every stage of their work to identify threats to
victims, survivors, witnesses, team members, partners, and collaborators, including threats
to physical, psychological, and digital safety.

The team is committed to obtaining informed and renewed consent from victims, survivors,
witnesses, and collaborators—ensuring they are fully aware of the risks and purposes of each
action taken. They adhere to principles of objectivity, aligning exclusively with victims and
survivors, treating them equally, and maintaining their privacy and confidentiality. The team
integrates an intersectional perspective throughout all stages of its work.

Tools

To access and verify information, the monitoring and documentation team collects initial
signs of violations through field sources, LCW'’s reporting channels, and available open-source
information. Team members then organise preliminary data, establish contact with victims,
survivors, or witnesses, and assess the validity of their accounts. Verification is conducted
using multiple sources, including official documents, testimonies from other victims and
witnesses, local collaborators, and open-source analysis.

The team creates detailed documentation files based on verified testimonies and information,
categorising and archiving them securely. Data is analysed by gender, age group, geographic
location, type of violation, and victim needs, and stored in a secure and central database.

Scope

At LCW, we dedicate our efforts to violations and international crimes against civilians. Our
work highlights critical issues such as extrajudicial killings, civilian harm caused by armed
conflict, torture, ill-treatment, arbitrary arrests and detentions, and enforced disappearances.
We also focus on violations linked to human trafficking and smuggling, as well as abuses
targeting civil society and vulnerable groups, including women, LGBTQIA+, religious and
ethnic minorities. In addition, we pay close attention to violations perpetrated by parties
involved in the armed conflict and other influential forces in Libya.
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